Sandersville City Council
Called City Council Meeting Minutes
October 5th, 2026 – 3:00 P.M.
134 Malone St. Sandersville, Ga 31082

Council Members and City Employees present: 
Mayor Jimmy Andrews				Kandice Hartley, City Manager 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffery Smith 			Leslie Williams, Finance Director                   
Council Member Mayme Dennis			Vic Cuyler, Police Chief
Council Member Deborah Brown			Brian Shelton, Deputy Police Chief
Council Member Danny Brown			Nichole Wasson, Assistant City Clerk
Council Member Ben Salter				Keenan Howard, Attorney
				
Also in attendance: Bill Paldino and Carlee Hammond with GMC.	
			 	
Mayor Andrews called the October 5th, 2026 Called City Council Meeting of the Sandersville City Council to order at 3:00 P.M.
Mayor Andrews asked for a motion to enter into executive session for the purpose of Real Estate Property Matters. Council Member Danny Brown made a motion to enter into executive session. Council Member Deborah Brown seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Executive Session started at: 3:03pm.

Executive Session ended at: 3:53pm.






















Sandersville City Council 
Working Session Minutes 
October 5th, 2026 – 4:00 P.M.
134 Malone St. Sandersville, Ga 31082

Council Members and City Employees present: 
Mayor Jimmy Andrews				Leslie Williams, Finance Director                    
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffery Smith 			Vic Cuyler, Police Chief
Council Member Mayme Dennis			Brian Shelton, Deputy Police Chief
Council Member Deborah Brown 			Jason Boatright, Fire Chief 
Council Member Danny Brown 			Ben Avant, Planning & Zoning Manager 	
Council Member Ben Salter				Chris Walker, Public Works Director
Kandice Hartley, City Manager			Alex Lowe, Water/Wastewater Director
Keenan Howard, Attorney				Greg Taylor, Electric Director
							Nichole Wasson, Assistant City Clerk

Mayor Andrews called the October 5th, 2026 working session of the Sandersville City Council to order at 3:59 P.M.

Katie Moncus, Washington County Chamber of Commerce President gave an update on the chamber. This is the chambers and Kaolin Festival’s 70th anniversary.  The Kaolin Kanter was a great success this past weekend with 70 participants. Moncus said the chamber currently has 277 members and continues to grow. They are working on give back opportunities, trick or treat activities, upcoming Business After Hours, while continuing to promote shop local, and WACO first. The Kaolin Festival is this upcoming weekend with a total of 80 vendors signed up, detours are planned, business have been notified and setup will start Thursday. 

Ben Avant, Planning & Zoning Manager reviewed Variance Request #2026-15 a variance on the height requirement for the Cobblestone Hotel building in the C-2 zoning district. Asking for the height restriction be lifted from 35 feet to 52 ft to accommodate the hotel with roof mounted HVAC equipment. Ordinance #2026-02; An Ordinance of the Mayor and City Council of Sandersville, Georgia, for the purpose of Amending the Roof Pitch and Material Ordinance of the City of Sandersville. 

Kandice Hartley, City Manager reviewed Ordinance #2026-04; An Ordinance of the Mayor and City Council of Sandersville, Georgia, for the purpose of Amending the Alcohol Ordinance of the City of Sandersville. City Attorney Keenan Howard spoke on the need pass this for the incoming hotel, expanding the definition to now adding lodging. City Manager Hartley also reviewed item #8 on the agenda to enter into an Interruptible Power Agreement between Cleanspark and the City of Sandersville for an additional year. Council member Dennis verified that it would still keep Cleanspark at their current maximum power usage. City Manager Hartley explained that any time the system is overloaded this agreement allows MEAG to come in and request Cleanspark to come down off of their power usage, not impacting their max power usage. City Attorney Keenan Howard verified that it would continue to keep that maximum in place, and that this is the same agreement that the city had last year, but that it is renewed annually.  City Manager Hartley then reviewed item #9 on the agenda the city’s need to adopt Resolution #2026-14; a Resolution Authorizing the City Manager and Finance Office to open a checking account for the 2026 CDBG grant the city was awarded. Item # 10 to allow open containers for the Kaolin Festival in the already designated areas. Item #11 to approve removing the employee 2% contribution to the retirement plan effective January 1, 2027. Discussion was had about why it was implemented in the first place. City Manager Hartley stated it was originally put in place due to a funding issue back in 2016; however, the city is at better financial place now where we can lift the 2% contribution. 

Mayor Andrews thanked the cities workers for cleaning up the city for the upcoming Kaolin Festival.
Council Member Deborah Brown asked Kandice to get with her about the MLK drive. She then spoke about an ongoing issue on Evans and Lovett St, and the upcoming free Trick or Treat event in District 2. 
Council Member Danny Brown thanked the cities workers for work cleaning up sidewalks.
Susan Lewis, DDA/Main St. thanked everyone especial the Chief of Police for all of their help this past weekend with the Kaolin Kanter, and notified everyone that she would be kicking off the Trick or Treat at the Square again this year. 
Mayor Andrews asked for a motion to enter into executive session for the purpose of personal matters. Mayor Pro Tem Jeffery Smith made a motion to enter into executive session. Council Member Ben Salter seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Executive Session started at: 4:39pm.

Executive Session ended at: 5:03.












Sandersville City Council 
City Council Meeting Minutes 
October 5th, 2026 – 4:00 P.M.
134 Malone St. Sandersville, Ga 31082


Council Members and City Employees present: 
Mayor Jimmy Andrews				Leslie Williams, Finance Director                    
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffery Smith 			Vic Cuyler, Police Chief
Council Member Mayme Dennis			Brian Shelton, Deputy Police Chief
Council Member Deborah Brown 			Jason Boatright, Fire Chief 
Council Member Danny Brown 			Ben Avant, Planning & Zoning Manager 	
Council Member Ben Salter				Chris Walker, Public Works Director
Kandice Hartley, City Manager			Alex Lowe, Water/Wastewater Director
Keenan Howard, Attorney				Greg Taylor, Electric Director
							Nichole Wasson, Assistant City Clerk

Mayor Andrews called the October 5th, 2026 meeting of the Sandersville City Council to order at 5:03 P.M.

Council Member Deborah Brown gave the invocation, and Mayor Pro Tem Jeffery Smith led the pledge to the American flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Council Member Ben Salter made a motion to approve the minutes from September 21, 2026 meeting. Council Member Deborah Brown seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC HEARING
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffery Smith made a motion to enter into the public hearing. Council Member Mayme Dennis seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Variance Request #2026-15; Request is a variance on the height requirement for a building in
the C-2 zoning district. Cobblestone Hotel is asking for the height restriction be lifted from 35 feet to 52 ft to accommodate for the hotel with roof mounted HVAC equipment. (Attachment B)

Mayor Andrews asked for public comment and there was none. 

Ordinance #2026-02; An Ordinance of the Mayor and City Council of Sandersville, Georgia, for the purpose of Amending the Roof Pitch and Material Ordinance of the City of Sandersville; and for other purposes. (Attachment C)

Mayor Andrews asked for public comment and there was none.

Ordinance #2026-04; An Ordinance of the Mayor and City Council of Sandersville, Georgia, for the purpose of Amending the Alcohol Ordinance of the City of Sandersville. (Attachment D).

Mayor Andrews asked for public comment: Mayor Pro Tem Jeffery Smith stated that with this change lodging will now be able to be in place off food. Therefore, it can be a restaurant and or lodging. Council Member Mayme Dennis asked if it would also allow Air B&Bs to sell alcohol as well. City Manager Hartley, stated that all alcohol licenses must come before the Mayor and Council. 

MOTION TO APPROVE OR DENY VARIANCE REQUEST #2026-15.
Council Member Ben Salter made a motion to approve request #2026-15 on the height requirement for Cobblestone Hotel to be lifted from 35 feet to 52 feet to accommodate the hotel with roof mounted HVAC equipment. Council Member Mayme Dennis seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

MOTION TO WAIVE THE FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE #2026-02
Council Member Mayme Dennis made a motion to waive the first reading of ordinance #2026-02 of the Mayor and City Council of Sandersville, Georgia, for the purpose of Amending the Roof Pitch and Material Ordinance of the City of Sandersville. Council Member Deborah Brown seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
 
MOTION TO WAIVE THE FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE #2026-04: 
Council Member Danny Brown made a motion to waive the first reading of ordinance #2026-04 of the Mayor and City Council of Sandersville, Georgia, for the purpose of Amending the Alcohol Ordinance of the City of Sandersville. Council Member Ben Salter seconded and the motion passed 3 to 2 with Council Member Deborah Brown and Council Member Mayme Dennis in opposition. 

MOTION TO ENTER INTO AN INTERRUPTIBLE POWER AGREEMENT BETWEEN CLEANSPARK AND THE CITY OF SANDERSVILLE.
Council Member Deborah Brown made a motion to enter into an interruptible power agreement with the City of Sandersville and CleanSpark. Council Member Ben Salter seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION #2026-14
Council Member Deborah Brown made a motion to adopt Resolution #2026-14 a resolution authorizing the City Manager and Finance Office to open a checking account for the 2026 CDBG. Council Member Ben Salter seconded and the motion passed unanimously.






MOTION TO ALLOW OPEN CONTAINERS FOR THE KAOLIN FESTIVAL OCTOBER 10, 2026. 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffery Smith made a motion to allow open containers at the Kaolin Festival. Council Member Danny Brown seconded and the motion passed 3 to 2 with Council Member Deborah Brown and Council Member Mayme Dennis in opposition.

MOTION TO APPROVE REMOVING THE EMPLOYEE 2% CONTRIBUTION TO THE RETIREMENT PLAN EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2027.
Council Member Mayme Dennis made a motion to remove the employees 2% contribution to the retirement fund starting January 1st, 2027. Council Member Deborah Brown seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Council Member Deborah Brown made a motion to adjourn. Mayor Pro Tem Jeffery Smith seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.


__________________________________________
                                                                        James W. Andrews, Mayor 								         											               						       __________________________________________
                                        Nichole Wasson, Ast. City Clerk

__________________________________________
Date

